When the Road Leads to a Prison Cell
“Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” — Luke 7:19 (NIV)
Devotional Reading
Following Jesus doesn’t always lead to comfort, clarity, or rescue. Just ask John the Baptist—the fiery prophet who prepared the way for the Messiah, only to find himself imprisoned by Herod, wondering if he got it all wrong.

His question is raw and real: “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?”

This was the same John who baptized Jesus, saw the Spirit descend like a dove, and boldly declared, “Behold, the Lamb of God.” But now, with shackles on his wrists and silence from the sky, doubt crept in. The Messiah was supposed to bring judgment and freedom. Instead, Jesus was healing the broken and forgiving sinners.

And yet, John didn’t turn away in frustration—he sent his question directly to Jesus.

Jesus responded not with rebuke, but with reassurance: “Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard...” (Luke 7:22)

The blind see. The lame walk. The dead live. The good news is preached.

And then He added, “Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.” (Luke 7:23)

Sometimes God doesn’t do what we expect—but that doesn’t mean He’s not at work. When faith feels fragile, Jesus invites us to trust in what He’s doing, even if we can’t fully understand it.
Reflection
- Have you ever felt like John—faithful, but disappointed or confused?
- What expectations might be clouding your view of what God is doing in your life right now?
- How do you respond when Jesus doesn’t move the way you hoped?
Application
This week, bring your honest questions to Jesus. Instead of pretending you have it all together, ask what’s on your heart. Write them out. Speak them in prayer. Let His Word and His work remind you that He is still the One—even when the path leads to places you never expected.
Prayer
Jesus, sometimes I don’t understand the road You’ve placed me on. Like John, I wrestle with questions and expectations. But today, I choose to come to You—not to accuse, but to ask. Strengthen my faith where it’s weak. Remind me of Your goodness. Help me to believe even when I cannot see. I trust that You are still the One. Amen.




