Title: In Darkness 
Author: Nick Lake 
Grade Level: 6-8

Unit Overview: 
"In Darkness" is a gripping young adult novel set in Haiti, which follows the story of Shorty, a teenage boy who finds himself trapped in the darkness of a collapsed hospital after an earthquake. The book alternates between Shorty's present situation and his past experiences growing up in the slums of Site Soley, as well as the story of Toussaint L'Ouverture, a Haitian revolutionary leader. The novel explores themes such as survival, resilience, the power of storytelling, and the interconnectedness of the past and the present.
Duration: 4 weeks
Objectives:
1. Students will analyze the development of characters and their relationships in the novel.
2. Students will understand the historical and cultural context of Haiti and the Haitian Revolution.
3. Students will explore themes and motifs within the story and connect them to their own lives.
4. Students will engage in critical thinking and discussion about the events and characters in the novel.
5. Students will develop reading comprehension, writing, and research skills.
Materials:
· "In Darkness" by Nick Lake
· Access to research materials on Haiti, the Haitian Revolution, and Toussaint L'Ouverture
· Journals or notebooks for student reflections and responses
· Chart paper, markers, and sticky notes for collaborative activities
Week 1: Introduction and Context
· Introduce the novel and provide a brief overview of the story.
· Discuss the historical and cultural context of Haiti, including the Haitian Revolution and the significance of Toussaint L'Ouverture.
· Begin reading the novel, discussing the characters and setting.
· Assign chapters for independent reading and journal reflections.
Week 2: Character Development and Relationships
· Continue reading the novel and discussing the development of characters such as Shorty, Toussaint L'Ouverture, and others.
· Engage in activities to analyze character relationships, including a character web and role-playing exercises.
· Encourage students to make connections between the characters' experiences and their own lives.
· Assign chapters for independent reading and journal reflections.
Week 3: Themes and Motifs
· Discuss themes and motifs within the novel, such as survival, resilience, storytelling, and interconnectedness.
· Engage in collaborative activities to explore these themes, such as small group discussions, creating thematic posters, and participating in a gallery walk.
· Encourage students to connect the themes and motifs to their own lives and the world around them.
· Assign chapters for independent reading and journal reflections.
Week 4: Conclusion and Reflection
· Finish reading the novel and discuss the ending.
· Engage in a Socratic seminar or fishbowl discussion to facilitate critical thinking and dialogue about the events and characters in the novel.
· Assign a final project, such as a creative writing assignment, research project, or multimedia presentation, which allows students to demonstrate their understanding of the novel and its themes.
· Reflect on the novel as a whole and the lessons learned throughout the unit.
Assessment:
· Informal assessment through class discussions, journal entries, and collaborative activities.
· Formal assessment through the final project and a comprehensive unit test or quiz.
Extensions and Modifications:
· Arrange a guest speaker or expert on Haiti to provide further context and understanding.
· Explore additional novels or nonfiction texts related to Haiti or the themes discussed in "In Darkness."
· Allow students to choose their final project format based on their interests and strengths.
· Differentiate reading assignments and assessments to accommodate various reading levels and learning styles.

